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Oh, how I wish somehow that Mr.
Obama and all of us could open our
hearts and our ears to his words and
ask ourselves in the core of our own
soul why his words that should apply
to all children cannot apply to the
most helpless of all children.

Mr. Speaker, we honor Abraham Lin-
coln most because he found the courage
as President of the United States in
the days of slavery, and he found the
humanity within himself to recognize
the image of God stamped on the soul
of slaves that the Supreme Court said
were not human and that the tide of
public opinion didn’t recognize as
protectable under the law.

Could it still be that President
Barack Obama might consider that
perspective as well as his own legacy,
and even eternity itself, and recognize
that those little unborn children look
so desperately to him now for help?

Could it be that the President might
finally remember that on the pages of
the Bible on which he laid his hands
were the words written in red: ‘“‘Inas-
much as you have done it unto one of
the least of these My brethren, you
have done it unto Me’’?

Whether he does or not, it is time for
those of us in this Chamber to remind
ourselves of why we are really all here.
Thomas Jefferson said:

The care of human life and its happiness
and not its destruction is the chief and only
object of good government.

The phrase in the 14th Amendment
capsulizes our entire Constitution. It
says:

No State shall deprive any person of life,
liberty or property, without the due process
of law.

The 14th Amendment tells us that we
should have equal protection of the
laws for all. Mr. Speaker, protecting
the lives of all Americans and their
constitutional rights is why we are all
here.

The bedrock foundation of this Re-
public is that clarion declaration of the
self-evident truth that all human
beings are created equal and endowed
by their Creator with unalienable
rights, the rights of life and liberty and
the pursuit of happiness. Every conflict
and battle our Nation has ever faced
can be traced to our commitment to
this core self-evident truth. It has
made us the beacon of hope for the en-
tire world. Mr. Speaker, it is truly who
we are.

Yet today another day has passed. As
s0 many sunset memorials that I have
given, another day has passed, and we
in this body have failed again to honor
that foundational commitment. We
have failed our sworn oath and our
God-given responsibility as we broke
faith with nearly 4,000 more innocent,
unborn babies who died today without
the protection we should have given
them.

So, Mr. Speaker, let me conclude this
sunset memorial in the hope that per-
haps someone new who heard it will fi-
nally embrace the truth that abortion
really does Kkill little babies, that it
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hurts mothers in ways that we can
never express, and that it is time we
stood up together again and looked up
to the Declaration of Independence,
and that we remember that we are the
same America that rejected human
slavery and marched into Europe to ar-
rest the Nazi Holocaust, and we are
still the courageous and compassionate
Nation that can find a better way for
mothers and their unborn children
than abortion on demand.

It is still not too late for us to make
a better world and for America to be
the one that leads the rest of the plan-
et, just as we did in the days of slavery,
from this tragic genocide of murdering
nearly 4,000 of our own children every
day.

So now, Mr. Speaker, as we consider
the thousands, the hundreds of thou-
sands out on The Mall marching to pro-
tect these little babies, as we consider
the plight of the unborn for 42 years
under Roe v. Wade, maybe we can each
remind ourselves that our own days in
this sunshine of life are all numbered
and that we, too, each one, shall walk
from these Chambers one day for the
very last time.

If it should be that Congress is al-
lowed to convene on yet another day,
may that be the day when we finally
hear the cries, when we finally hear the
cries of innocent, unborn children. May
that be the day when we find the hu-
manity and the constitutional duty to
protect these, the least of our tiny lit-
tle American brothers and sisters, from
this murderous scourge upon our Na-
tion called abortion on demand.

Mr. Speaker, it is now 42 years to the
day since Roe v. Wade first stained the
foundation of this Nation with the
blood of its own children—this, in the
land of the free and the home of the
brave.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

COMMUNICATION FROM DISTRICT
OFFICE MANAGER, THE HONOR-
ABLE CHAKA FATTAH, MEMBER
OF CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from Dolores Ridley, District
Office Manager, the Honorable CHAKA
FATTAH, Member of Congress:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
January 16, 2015.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to notify you
formally pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules
of the House of Representatives that I have
been served with a subpoena, issued by the
United States District Court for the Eastern
District of Pennsylvania, for grand jury tes-
timony in a criminal case.

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have determined that compli-
ance with the subpoena is consistent with
the precedents and privileges of the House.

Sincerely,
DOLORES RIDLEY,
District Office Manager.
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APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO
JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to 15 TU.S.C.
1024(a), and the order of the House of
January 6, 2015, of the following Mem-
bers on the part of the House to the
Joint Economic Committee:

Mr. AMASH, Michigan

Mr. PAULSEN, Minnesota

Mr. HANNA, New York

Mr. SCHWEIKERT, Arizona

Mr. GROTHMAN, Wisconsin

————

PUBLICATION OF COMMITTEE
RULES

RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET FOR
THE 114TH CONGRESS

Mr. TOM PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to clause 2(a)(2) of House rule Xl, |
am submitting the rules of the Committee on
the Budget for the 114th Congress. The rules
were adopted earlier today during our Commit-
tee’s organizational meeting.

GENERAL APPLICABILITY
RULE 1—APPLICABILITY OF HOUSE RULES

(a) Except as otherwise specified herein,
the Rules of the House are the rules of the
Committee so far as applicable, except that
a motion to recess from day to day, or a mo-
tion to recess subject to the call of the Chair
(within 24 hours), or a motion to dispense
with the first reading (in full) of a bill or res-
olution, if printed copies are available, is a
non-debatable motion of privilege in the
Committee. A proposed investigative or
oversight report shall be considered as read
if it has been available to the members of the
Committee for at least 24 hours (excluding
Saturdays, Sundays, or legal holidays except
when the House is in session on such day).

(b) The Committee’s rules shall be publicly
available in electronic form and published in
the Congressional Record not later than 30
days after the Chair of the Committee is
elected in each odd-numbered year.

MEETINGS
RULE 2—REGULAR MEETINGS

(a) The regular meeting day of the Com-
mittee shall be the second Wednesday of
each month at 11 a.m., while the House is in
session, if notice is given pursuant to para-
graph (c) and paragraph (g)(3) of clause 2 of
rule XI of House Rules.

(b) Regular meetings shall be canceled
when they conflict with meetings of either
party’s caucus or conference.

(c) The Chair shall give written notice of
the date, place, and subject matter of any
Committee meeting, which may not com-
mence earlier than the third day on which
members have notice thereof, unless the
Chair, with the concurrence of the Ranking
Minority Member, or the Committee by ma-
jority vote with a quorum present for the
transaction of business, determines there is
good cause to begin the hearing sooner, in
which case the Chair shall make the an-
nouncement at the earliest possible date. An
announcement shall be published promptly
in the Daily Digest and made publicly avail-
able in electronic form.

RULE 3—ADDITIONAL AND SPECIAL MEETINGS

(a) The Chair may call and convene addi-
tional meetings of the Committee as the
Chair considers necessary or special meet-
ings at the request of a majority of the mem-
bers of the Committee in accordance with
clause 2(c) of rule XTI of House Rules.

(b) In the absence of exceptional cir-
cumstances, the Chair shall provide public
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electronic notice of additional meetings to
the office of each member at least 24 hours in
advance while Congress is in session, and at
least 3 days in advance when Congress is not
in session.

RULE 4—OPEN BUSINESS MEETINGS

(a) Meetings and hearings of the Com-
mittee shall be called to order and presided
over by the Chair or, in the Chair’s absence,
by the member designated by the Chair as
the Vice Chair of the Committee, or by the
Ranking majority member of the Committee
present as Acting Chair.

(b) Each meeting for the transaction of
Committee business, including the markup
of measures, shall be open to the public ex-
cept when the Committee, in open session
and with a quorum present, determines by
roll call vote that all or part of the remain-
der of the meeting on that day shall be
closed to the public in accordance with
clause 2(g2)(1) of rule XI of the House Rules.

(c) No person, other than members of the
Committee and such congressional staff and
departmental representatives as the Com-
mittee may authorize, shall be present at
any business or markup session which has
been closed to the public.

(d) Not later than 24 hours after com-
mencing a meeting to consider a measure or
matter, the Chair of the Committee shall
cause the text of such measure or matter and
any amendment adopted thereto to be made
publicly available in electronic form.

RULE 5—QUORUMS

(a) A majority of the Committee shall con-
stitute a quorum. No business shall be trans-
acted and no measure or recommendation
shall be reported unless a quorum is actually
present.

RULE 6—RECOGNITION

Any member, when recognized by the
Chair, may address the Committee on any
bill, motion, or other matter under consider-
ation before the Committee. The time of
such member shall be limited to 5 minutes
until all members present have been afforded
an opportunity to comment.

RULE 7—CONSIDERATION OF BUSINESS

Measures or matters may be placed before
the Committee, for its consideration, by the
Chair or by a majority vote of the Com-
mittee members, a quorum being present.

RULE 8—AVAILABILITY OF LEGISLATION

(a) The Committee shall consider no bill,
joint resolution, or concurrent resolution
unless copies of the measure have been made
available to all Committee members at least
24 hours prior to the time at which such
measure is to be considered. When consid-
ering concurrent resolutions on the budget,
this requirement shall be satisfied by mak-
ing available copies of the complete Chair-
man’s mark (or such material as will provide
the basis for Committee consideration). The
provisions of this rule may be suspended
with the concurrence of the Chair and Rank-
ing Minority Member.

(b) At least 24 hours prior to the com-
mencement of a meeting for the markup of
legislation, the Chair shall cause the text of
such legislation to be made publicly avail-
able in electronic form.

RULE 9—PROCEDURE FOR CONSIDERATION OF

BUDGET RESOLUTION

(a) It shall be the policy of the Committee
that the starting point for any deliberations
on a concurrent resolution on the budget
should be the estimated or actual levels for
the fiscal year preceding the budget year.

(b) In the consideration of a concurrent
resolution on the budget, the Committee
shall first proceed, unless otherwise deter-
mined by the Committee, to consider budget
aggregates, functional categories, and other
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appropriate matters on a tentative basis,
with the document before the Committee
open to amendment. Subsequent amend-
ments may be offered to aggregates, func-
tional categories, or other appropriate mat-
ters, which have already been amended in
their entirety.

(c) Following adoption of the aggregates,
functional categories, and other matters, the
text of a concurrent resolution on the budget
incorporating such aggregates, functional
categories, and other appropriate matters
shall be considered for amendment and a
final vote.

RULE 10—ROLL CALL VOTES

(a) A roll call of the members may be had
upon the request of at least one-fifth of those
present. In the apparent absence of a
quorum, a roll call may be had on the re-
quest of any member.

(b) No vote may be conducted on any meas-
ure or motion pending before the Committee
unless a quorum is present for such purpose.

(c) No vote by any member of the Com-
mittee on any measure or matter may be
cast by proxy.

(d) In accordance with clause 2(e)(1)(B) of
rule XI of the House Rules, a record of the
vote of each Committee member on each re-
corded vote shall be available for public in-
spection at the offices of the Committee and
also made publicly available in electronic
form within 48 hours of such record vote,
and, with respect to any roll call vote on any
motion to amend or report, shall be included
in the report of the Committee showing the
total number of votes cast for and against
and the names of those members voting for
and against.

HEARINGS
RULE 11—ANNOUNCEMENT OF HEARINGS

The Chair shall make a public announce-
ment of the date, place, and subject matter
of any Committee hearing at least one week
before the hearing, beginning with the day in
which the announcement is made and ending
the day preceding the scheduled hearing un-
less the Chair, with the concurrence of the
Ranking Minority Member, or the Com-
mittee by majority vote with a quorum
present for the transaction of business, de-
termines there is good cause to begin the
hearing sooner, in which case the Chair shall
make the announcement at the earliest pos-
sible date. Such announcement shall be pub-
lished promptly in the Daily Digest and
made publicly available in electronic form.

RULE 12—OPEN HEARINGS

(a) Each hearing conducted by the Com-
mittee or any of its task forces shall be open
to the public except when the Committee or
task force, in open session and with a
quorum present, determines by roll call vote
that all or part of the remainder of that
hearing on that day shall be closed to the
public because disclosure of testimony, evi-
dence, or other matters to be considered
would endanger the national security, or
would compromise sensitive law enforcement
information, or would tend to defame, de-
grade, or incriminate any person, or would
violate any law or rule of the House of Rep-
resentatives. The Committee or task forces
may by the same procedure vote to close one
subsequent day of hearing.

(b) For the purposes clause 2(g)(2) of rule
XI of House Rules, the task forces of the
Committee are considered to be subcommit-
tees.

RULE 13—QUORUMS

For the purpose of hearing testimony, not
less than two members of the Committee
shall constitute a quorum.

RULE 14—QUESTIONING WITNESSES

(a) Questioning of witnesses will be con-

ducted under the 5-minute rule unless the
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Committee adopts a motion pursuant to
clause 2(j) of rule XI of the House Rules.

(b) In questioning witnesses under the 5-
minute rule:

(1) First, the Chair and the Ranking Minor-
ity Member shall be recognized;

(2) Next, the Committee members present
at the time the hearing is called to order
shall be recognized in order of seniority; and

(3) Finally, the Committee members not
present at the time the hearing is called to
order may be recognized in the order of their
arrival at the hearing.

(c) In recognizing Committee members to
question witnesses, the Chair may take into
consideration the ratio of majority members
to minority members and the number of ma-
jority and minority members present and
shall apportion the recognition for ques-
tioning in such a manner as not to disadvan-
tage the members of the majority.

(d) Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-
paragraph (A), the Chair and Ranking Minor-
ity Member may designate an equal number
of members from each party to question a
witness for a period not longer than 30 min-
utes, or may designate staff from each party
to question a witness for a period not longer
than 30 minutes.

RULE 15—SUBPOENAS AND OATHS

(a) In accordance with clause 2(m) of rule
XI of the House Rules, subpoenas authorized
by a majority of the Committee or by the
Chair (pursuant to such rules and limita-
tions as the Committee may prescribe) may
be issued over the signature of the Chair or
of any member of the Committee designated
by him, and may be served by any person
designated by the Chair or such member.

(b) The Chair, or any member of the Com-
mittee designated by the Chair, may admin-
ister oaths to witnesses.

RULE 16—WITNESSES’ STATEMENTS

(a) So far as practicable, any prepared
statement to be presented by a witness shall
be submitted to the Committee at least 24
hours in advance of presentation, and shall
be distributed to all members of the Com-
mittee in advance of presentation.

(b) To the greatest extent possible, each
witness appearing in a nongovernmental ca-
pacity shall include with the written state-
ment of proposed testimony a curriculum
vitae and a disclosure of the amount and
source (by agency and program) of any Fed-
eral grant (or sub-grant thereof) or contract
(or subcontract thereof) received during the
current fiscal year or either of the two pre-
ceding fiscal years.

(c) Such statements, with appropriate
redactions to protect the privacy of wit-
nesses, shall be made publicly available in
electronic form not later than one day after
the witness appears.

PRINTS AND PUBLICATIONS
RULE 17—COMMITTEE PRINTS

All Committee prints and other materials
prepared for public distribution shall be ap-
proved by the Committee prior to any dis-
tribution, unless such print or other mate-
rial shows clearly on its face that it has not
been approved by the Committee.

RULE 18—COMMITTEE PUBLICATIONS ON THE

INTERNET

(a) To the maximum extent feasible, the
Committee shall make its publications avail-
able in electronic form.

STAFF
RULE 19—COMMITTEE STAFF

(a) Subject to approval by the Committee
and to the provisions of the following para-
graphs, the professional and clerical staff of
the Committee shall be appointed, and may
be removed, by the Chair.

(b) Committee staff shall not be assigned
any duties other than those pertaining to
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Committee business, and shall be selected
without regard to race, creed, gender, or age,
and solely on the basis of fitness to perform
the duties of their respective positions.

(c) All Committee staff shall be entitled to
equitable treatment, including comparable
salaries, facilities, access to official Com-
mittee records, leave, and hours of work.

(d) Notwithstanding paragraphs a, b, and c,
staff shall be employed in compliance with
House rules, the Employment and Account-
ability Act, the Fair Labor Standards Act of
1938, and any other applicable Federal stat-
utes.

RULE 20—STAFF SUPERVISION

(a) Staff shall be under the general super-
vision and direction of the Chair, who shall
establish and assign their duties and respon-
sibilities, delegate such authority as he
deems appropriate, fix and adjust staff sala-
ries (in accordance with House Rule X,
clause 9(c)) and job titles, and, at his discre-
tion, arrange for their specialized training.

(b) Staff assigned to the minority shall be
under the general supervision and direction
of the minority members of the Committee,
who may delegate such authority, as they
deem appropriate.

RECORDS

RULE 21—PREPARATION AND MAINTENANCE OF
COMMITTEE RECORDS

(a) A substantially verbatim account of re-
marks actually made during the proceedings
shall be made of all hearings and business
meetings subject only to technical, gram-
matical, and typographical corrections.

(b) The proceedings of the Committee shall
be recorded in a journal, which shall among
other things, include a record of the votes on
any question on which a record vote is
taken.

(c) Members of the Committee shall cor-
rect and return transcripts of hearings as
soon as practicable after receipt thereof, ex-
cept that any changes shall be limited to
technical, grammatical, and typographical
corrections.

(d) Any witness may examine the tran-
script of his own testimony and make gram-
matical, technical, and typographical correc-
tions.

(e) The Chair may order the printing of a
hearing record without the corrections of
any member or witness if he determines that
such member or witness has been afforded a
reasonable time for correction, and that fur-
ther delay would seriously impede the Com-
mittee’s responsibility for meeting its dead-
lines under the Congressional Budget Act of
1974.

(f) Transcripts of hearings and meetings
may be printed if the Chair decides it is ap-
propriate, or if a majority of the members so
request.

RULE 22—ACCESS TO COMMITTEE RECORDS

(a)(1) The Chair shall promulgate regula-
tions to provide for public inspection of roll
call votes and to provide access by members
to Committee records (in accordance with
clause 2(e) of rule XI of the House Rules).

(2) Access to classified testimony and in-
formation shall be limited to Members of
Congress and to House Budget Committee
staff and staff of the Office of Official Re-
porters who have appropriate security clear-
ance.

(3) Notice of the receipt of such informa-
tion shall be sent to the Committee mem-
bers. Such information shall be kept in the
Committee safe, and shall be available to
members in the Committee office.

(b) The records of the Committee at the
National Archives and Records Administra-
tion shall be made available for public use in
accordance with rule VII of the House Rules.
The Chair shall notify the Ranking Minority
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Member of any decision, pursuant to clause
3(b)(3) or clause 4(b) of the rule, to withhold
a record otherwise available, and the matter
shall be presented to the Committee for a de-
termination on the written request of any
member of the Committee.
OVERSIGHT
RULE 23—GENERAL OVERSIGHT

(a) The Committee shall review and study,
on a continuing basis, the application, ad-
ministration, execution, and effectiveness of
those laws, or parts of laws, the subject of
which is within its jurisdiction.

(b) The Committee is authorized at any
time to conduct such investigations and
studies as it may consider necessary or ap-
propriate in the exercise of its responsibil-
ities under clause (1)(d) of rule X of the
House Rules, and, subject to the adoption of
expense resolutions as required by clause 6 of
rule X of the House Rules, to incur expenses
(including travel expenses) in connection
therewith.

(c) Not later than February 15 of the first
session of a Congress, the Committee shall
meet in open session, with a quorum present,
to adopt its oversight plans for that Con-
gress for submission to the Committee on
House Administration and the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform in ac-
cordance with the provisions of clause (2)(d)
of rule X of the House Rules.

REPORTS
RULE 24—AVAILABILITY BEFORE FILING

(a) Any report accompanying any bill or
resolution ordered reported to the House by
the Committee shall be available to all Com-
mittee members at least 36 hours prior to fil-
ing with the House.

(b) No material change shall be made in
any report made available to members pur-
suant to section (a) without the concurrence
of the Ranking Minority Member or by a ma-
jority vote of the Committee.

(c) Notwithstanding any other rule of the
Committee, either or both subsections (a)
and (b) may be waived by the Chair or with
a majority vote by the Committee.

RULE 25—REPORT ON THE BUDGET RESOLUTION

The report of the Committee to accompany
a concurrent resolution on the budget shall
include a comparison of the estimated or ac-
tual levels for the year preceding the budget
year with the proposed spending and revenue
levels for the budget year and each out year
along with the appropriate percentage in-
crease or decrease for each budget function
and aggregate. The report shall include any
roll call vote on any motion to amend or re-
port any measure.

RULE 26—PARLIAMENTARIAN’S STATUS REPORT
AND SECTION 302 STATUS REPORT

(a)(1) In order to carry out its duty under
sections 311 and 312 of the Congressional
Budget Act of 1974 to advise the House of
Representatives as to the current level of
spending and revenues as compared to the
levels set forth in the latest agreed-upon
concurrent resolution on the budget, the
Committee shall advise the Speaker on at
least a monthly basis when the House is in
session as to its estimate of the current level
of spending and revenue. Such estimates
shall be prepared by the staff of the Com-
mittee, transmitted to the Speaker in the
form of a Parliamentarian’s Status Report,
and printed in the Congressional Record.

(2) The Committee authorizes the Chair, in
consultation with the Ranking Minority
Member, to transmit to the Speaker the Par-
liamentarian’s Status Report described
above.

(b)(1) In order to carry out its duty under
sections 302 and 312 of the Congressional
Budget Act of 1974 to advise the House of

H523

Representatives as to the current level of
spending within the jurisdiction of Commit-
tees as compared to the appropriate alloca-
tions made pursuant to the Budget Act in
conformity with the latest agreed-upon con-
current resolution on the budget, the Com-
mittee shall, as necessary, advise the Speak-
er as to its estimate of the current level of
spending within the jurisdiction of appro-
priate Committees. Such estimates shall be
prepared by the staff of the Committee and
transmitted to the Speaker in the form of a
Section 302 Status Report.

(2) The Committee authorizes the Chair, in
consultation with the Ranking Minority
Member, to transmit to the Speaker the Sec-
tion 302 Status Report described above.

RULE 27—ACTIVITY REPORT

(a) After an adjournment sine die of the
last regular session of a Congress or after
December 15 of an even-numbered year, the
chair of the Committee may file any time
with the Clerk the Committee’s activity re-
port for that Congress pursuant to clause
(1)(d)(1) of rule XI of the House Rules with-
out the approval of the Committee, if a copy
of the report has been available to each
member of the Committee for at least seven
calendar days and the report includes any
supplemental, minority, or additional views
submitted by a member of the Committee.

(b) Such report shall include separate sec-
tions summarizing the legislative and over-
sight activities of the Committee; a sum-
mary of the actions taken and recommenda-
tions made; a summary of any additional
oversight activities undertaken by the Com-
mittee, and any recommendations made or
actions taken thereon; and a delineation of
any hearings held.

MISCELLANEOUS

RULE 28—BROADCASTING OF MEETINGS AND
HEARINGS

(a) It shall be the policy of the Committee
to give all news media access to open hear-
ings of the Committee, subject to the re-
quirements and limitations set forth in
clause 4 of rule XI of the House Rules.

(b) Whenever any Committee business
meeting is open to the public, that meeting
may be covered, in whole or in part, by tele-
vision broadcast, radio broadcast, still pho-
tography, or by any of such methods of cov-
erage, in accordance with clause 4 of rule XI
of the House Rules.

RULE 29—APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES

(a) Majority party members recommended
to the Speaker as conferees shall be rec-
ommended by the Chair subject to the ap-
proval of the majority party members of the
Committee.

(b) The Chair shall recommend such minor-
ity party members as conferees as shall be
determined by the minority party; the rec-
ommended party representation shall be in
approximately the same proportion as that
in the Committee.

RULE 30—WAIVERS

When a reported bill or joint resolution,
conference report, or anticipated floor
amendment violates any provision of the
Congressional Budget Act of 1974, the Chair
may, if practical, consult with the Com-
mittee members on whether the Chair should
recommend, in writing, that the Committee
on Rules report a special rule that enforces
the Act by not waiving the applicable points
of order during the consideration of such
measure.
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PUBLICATION OF COMMITTEE
RULES

RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS
FOR THE 114TH CONGRESS

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, pur-
suant to House Rule Xl clause 2, | am submit-
ting the Ways and Means Committee rules for
the 114th Congress. The rules were adopted
during our Committee’s organizational meet-
ing, which was held January 21, 2015.

A. GENERAL
RULE 1. APPLICATION OF HOUSE RULES

The rules of the House are the rules of the
Committee on Ways and Means and its sub-
committees so far as applicable, except that
a motion to recess from day to day, and a
motion to dispense with the first reading (in
full) of a bill or resolution, if printed copies
are available, is a non-debatable motion of
high privilege in the Committee.

Each subcommittee of the Committee is
part of the Committee and is subject to the
authority and direction of the Committee
and to its rules so far as applicable. Written
rules adopted by the Committee, not incon-
sistent with the Rules of the House, shall be
binding on each subcommittee of the Com-
mittee.

The provisions of rule XI of the Rules of
the House are incorporated by reference as
the rules of the Committee to the extent ap-
plicable.

RULE 2. MEETING DATE AND QUORUMS

The regular meeting day of the Committee
on Ways and Means shall be on the second
Wednesday of each month while the House is
in session. However, the Committee shall not
meet on the regularly scheduled meeting day
if there is no business to be considered.

A majority of the Committee constitutes a
quorum for business; provided however, that
two Members shall constitute a quorum at
any regularly scheduled hearing called for
the purpose of taking testimony and receiv-
ing evidence. In establishing a quorum for
purposes of a public hearing, every effort
shall be made to secure the presence of at
least one Member each from the majority
and the minority.

The Chairman of the Committee may call
and convene, as he considers necessary, addi-
tional meetings of the Committee for the
consideration of any bill or resolution pend-
ing before the Committee or for the conduct
of other Committee business. The Com-
mittee shall meet pursuant to the call of the
Chair.

RULE 3. COMMITTEE BUDGET

For each Congress, the Chairman, in con-
sultation with the Majority Members of the
Committee, shall prepare a preliminary
budget. Such budget shall include necessary
amounts for staff personnel, travel, inves-
tigation, and other expenses of the Com-
mittee. After consultation with the Minority
Members, the Chairman shall include an
amount budgeted by Minority Members for
staff under their direction and supervision.

RULE 4. PUBLICATION OF COMMITTEE
DOCUMENTS

Any Committee or Subcommittee print,
document, or similar material prepared for
public distribution shall either be approved
by the Committee or Subcommittee prior to
distribution and opportunity afforded for the
inclusion of supplemental, minority or addi-
tional views, or such document shall promi-
nently display near the top of its cover the
following: ‘“Majority [or Minority] Staff Re-
port,”” as appropriate.

The requirements of this rule shall apply
only to the publication of policy-oriented,
analytical documents, and not to the publi-
cation of public hearings, legislative docu-
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ments, documents which are administrative

in nature or reports which are required to be

submitted to the Committee under public

law. The appropriate characterization of a

document subject to this rule shall be deter-

mined after consultation with the Minority.
RULE 5. OFFICIAL TRAVEL

Consistent with the primary expense reso-
lution and such additional expense resolu-
tion as may have been approved, the provi-
sions of this rule shall govern official travel
of Committee Members and Committee staff.
Official travel to be reimbursed from funds
set aside for the full Committee for any
Member or any Committee staff member
shall be paid only upon the prior authoriza-
tion of the Chairman. Official travel may be
authorized by the Chairman for any Member
and any Committee staff member in connec-
tion with the attendance of hearings con-
ducted by the Committee, its Subcommit-
tees, or any other Committee or Sub-
committee of the Congress on matters rel-
evant to the general jurisdiction of the Com-
mittee, and meetings, conferences, facility
inspections, and investigations which in-
volve activities or subject matter relevant to
the general jurisdiction of the Committee.
Before such authorization is given, there
shall be submitted to the Chairman in writ-
ing the following:

(1) The purpose of the official travel;

(2) The dates during which the official
travel is to be made and the date or dates of
the event for which the official travel is
being made;

(3) The location of the event for which the
official travel is to be made; and

(4) The names of the Members and Com-
mittee staff seeking authorization.

In the case of official travel of Members
and staff of a Subcommittee to hearings,
meetings, conferences, facility inspections
and investigations involving activities or
subject matter under the jurisdiction of such
Subcommittee, prior authorization must be
obtained from the Subcommittee Chairman
and the full Committee Chairman. Such
prior authorization shall be given by the full
Committee Chairman only upon the rep-
resentation by the applicable Subcommittee
Chairman in writing setting forth those
items enumerated above.

Within 60 days of the conclusion of any of-
ficial travel authorized under this rule, there
shall be submitted to the full Committee
Chairman a written report covering the in-
formation gained as a result of the hearing,
meeting, conference, facility inspection or
investigation attended pursuant to such offi-
cial travel.

RULE 6. AVAILABILITY OF COMMITTEE RECORDS
AND PUBLICATIONS

The records of the Committee at the Na-
tional Archives and Records Administration
shall be made available for public use in ac-
cordance with Rule VII of the Rules of the
House of Representatives. The Chairman
shall notify the Ranking Minority Member
of any decision, pursuant to clause 3(b)(3) or
clause 4(b) of Rule VII, to withhold a record
otherwise available, and the matter shall be
presented to the Committee for a determina-
tion on the written request of any Member of
the Committee. The Committee shall, to the
maximum extent feasible, make its publica-
tions available in electronic form.

RULE 7. COMMITTEE WEBSITE

The Chairman shall maintain an official
Committee website for the purpose of fur-
thering the Committee’s legislative and
oversight responsibilities, including commu-
nicating information about the Committee’s
activities to Committee members and other
members of the House. The ranking minority
member may maintain a similar website for
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the same purpose, including communicating
information about the activities of the mi-
nority to Committee members and other
members of the House.
B. SUBCOMMITTEES
RULE 8. SUBCOMMITTEE RATIOS AND
JURISDICTION

All matters referred to the Committee on
Ways and Means involving revenue meas-
ures, except those revenue measures referred
to Subcommittees under paragraphs 1, 2, 3, 4,
5 or 6 shall be considered by the full Com-
mittee and not in Subcommittee. There shall
be six standing Subcommittees as follows: a
Subcommittee on Trade; a Subcommittee on
Oversight; a Subcommittee on Health; a Sub-
committee on Social Security; a Sub-
committee on Human Resources; and a Sub-
committee on Select Revenue Measures. The
ratio of Republicans to Democrats on any
Subcommittee of the Committee shall be
consistent with the ratio of Republicans to
Democrats on the full Committee.

1. The Subcommittee on Trade shall con-
sist of 16 Members, 10 of whom shall be Re-
publicans and 6 of whom shall be Democrats.

The jurisdiction of the Subcommittee on
Trade shall include bills and matters re-
ferred to the Committee on Ways and Means
that relate to customs and customs adminis-
tration including tariff and import fee struc-
ture, classification, valuation of and special
rules applying to imports, and special tariff
provisions and procedures which relate to
customs operation affecting exports and im-
ports; import trade matters, including im-
port impact, industry relief from injurious
imports, adjustment assistance and pro-
grams to encourage competitive responses to
imports, unfair import practices including
antidumping and countervailing duty provi-
sions, and import policy which relates to de-
pendence on foreign sources of supply; com-
modity agreements and reciprocal trade
agreements involving multilateral and bilat-
eral trade negotiations and implementation
of agreements involving tariff and non-tariff
trade barriers to and distortions of inter-
national trade; international rules, organiza-
tions and institutional aspects of inter-
national trade agreements; budget author-
izations for the customs revenue functions of
the Department of Homeland Security, the
U.S. International Trade Commission, and
the U.S. Trade Representative; and special
trade-related problems involving market ac-
cess, competitive conditions of specific in-
dustries, export policy and promotion, access
to materials in short supply, bilateral trade
relations including trade with developing
countries, operations of multinational cor-
porations, and trade with non-market econo-
mies.

2. The Subcommittee on Oversight shall
consist of 11 Members, 7 of whom shall be Re-
publicans and 4 of whom shall be Democrats.

The jurisdiction of the Subcommittee on
Oversight shall include all matters within
the scope of the full Committee’s jurisdic-
tion but shall be limited to existing law.
Said oversight jurisdiction shall not be ex-
clusive but shall be concurrent with that of
the other Subcommittees. With respect to
matters involving the Internal Revenue Code
and other revenue issues, said concurrent ju-
risdiction shall be shared with the full Com-
mittee. Before undertaking any investiga-
tion or hearing, the Chairman of the Sub-
committee on Oversight shall confer with
the Chairman of the full Committee and the
Chairman of any other Subcommittee having
jurisdiction.

3. The Subcommittee on Health shall con-
sist of 16 Members, 10 of whom shall be Re-
publicans and 6 of whom shall be Democrats.

The jurisdiction of the Subcommittee on
Health shall include bills and matters re-
ferred to the Committee on Ways and Means
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